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the event was excellent as was the majority of the
refereeing.

There is, of course, the problems of confused public
address systems, hard seating and abysmal
catering which is inherant when using Crystal
Palace and having fighting on the North
Balcony means that these events are
not adequately prese i
It seems that in 1983 (e
‘Open’ might becor’-)ﬂ
two day event
which will
eliminate
most of

Top right...
Martin McSorely
Great Britain,
Below. .. Gunther
Neureuther (West Germany).
Below right... Neil Adams scores
with Tomoenage.

F there is a ‘Blue Ribband’ of
domestic Judo competitions, then
the British Open Championships for Men
is it. This year there were three hundred com-
petitors, 110 of whom were foreign entrants and
fourteen countries were represented which although a
little down on 1981 did not produce any reduction in quality.
With the Israeli team came the inevitable security problems
which had the Crystal Palace National Sports Centre bristling with
policemen. Probably their hardest job was finding the very people
whom they were supposed to be guarding as recognising who was who
when everyone was wearing judogi must have been near impossible.
Fortunately there was no need of them and everything went very smoothly despite
the inadequacies of the National Sports Centre.
There were some notable successes in the 1982 ‘Open. First of all the seeding
arrangements were restored to allow for geographical separation of the British players as
well as the foreign entrants and appeared to have been done impecably and the timing of
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contest administration problems and the Competitions Sub-
Committee are looking at establishing a Press Office for both the
Men's and Women's events plus some sort of player identification
for each mat such as overhead projectors. All of these would be
welcome.

From a judo point of view, the successes were nearly all British. Neil
Adams was supreme and ‘king’ of the 78 kilo category and no
,')osition of comparable skill presented itself and Junior European
wiiampion, Kerrith Brown has matured beyond belief in the last year
}‘! is now worth a medal in almost any event he cares to enter
provided he tries all his considerable range of techniques at every
opportunity.

With Adams, it is now obvious that foreign players have worked on
just containing his extra-ordinary skills in order to play for a decision
as they are not capable of matching him in an attacking role. Neil
might have to watch for contests being ‘stolen” from him in the

l Europeans because of this.

Martin McSorely began to justify Colin Mclver's confidence in
h him when as a young lad of barely fifteen Colin earmarked
him for future success. He is now surely the best 71 kilo

prospect in the country and is a natural athlete who

seems only to lack experience and concentration,

Unfortunately he is bound to get heavier which will give us McSorely, Adams and

- White all in the middleweight range.
3 % Middleton and Swatman look to be the main contenders for the 60 kilo spot
? 5 and Bill Ward has made great progress at 86 kilos and looks a more
; v ; confident player against foreign opposition than he did last year.

\ e p/ Paul Radburn brought some improvement at heavyweight

" though our super-heavyweights are just not competitive
< B enough and seem to be making no progress at all.

For the details, read on, on pages 18 to 23.

A. Hubbard (West Germany) throws K. Kinney
(Great Britain) for Ippon to top his pool at 71 kilos.
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